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PERSONAL FINANCES

Penrith Baptist Church longs to equip people in all
areas of life. This teaching is a resource to help
strengthen our personal finances in such a way

that we live a God honouring life with all that the
Lord has put into our hands. It is a humble
attempt to apply 4 Spiritual Principals from the
bible on how we handle our money. With some
practical application




4 SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES REGARDING MONEY &
WEALTH

SIMPLICITY
Simplicity 1s the spiritual principle applied to spending
Key Bible Passage — Matt 6:19-34; Heb 13:5; 1 Tim 6:6-10

STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship 1s the spiritual principle applied to ownership
Key Bible Passage — 1 Tim 6:9; Matt 6:19-21; 1 Chron 29:12-14

SETTING ASIDE

Setting aside is the spiritual principle applied to saving
Key Bible Passage — Prov 21:20; Luke 14:28-30; 1 Thes 2:9

SACRIFICE
Sacrifice is the spiritual principle applied to giving
Key Bible Passage — Deut 16:16,17; Mal 3:10; 2 Cor 8:6,7; 2 Cor 9:6-10;
Matt 6:2-4

“For where your
treasure 1s, there your
heart will be also.”

Matt 6:21 —The words of Christ Jesus



SIMPLICITY
Simplicity is the spiritual principle applied to spending
Defn of Simplicity — “The pursuit of God for contentment with an absence of luxury,
pretentiousness, ornament, and spending to satisfy us”

i.Simplicity brings contentment
Where you are able to distinguish between your true needs and what culture says you need
-Contentment that God is looking after us
-Contentment in God which takes away our worries
ii.Simplicity brings perspective
Simplicity gives us the courage and conviction to say “Enough is enough”
-Perspective stops us setting up idols that we worship with time, money and thought.
-Perspective stops us being drawn to anything and everything that catches our eye
and then captures our heart.
iii.Simplicity avoids waste
You tend to wear things out when you live simply
You tend not to purchase more than you need when you live simply
iv.Simplicity is actively fighting the kingdoms that seek to bind us.
The world — which presses us for conformity
“Image” 1s world's language
The flesh — which presses us for desire
“Indulge” is the flesh's language
The devil — who presses us for denial that God will provide
“Deception” is the devil's language
v.Simplicity creates financial margin
If you live simply then you will find financial margin in your life for the storms,
opportunities and lifestyle changes that come to us all at different times.
vi.Simplicity tackles debt because you don't spend beyond your means to repay
You find yourself finding contentment in the things of God which are often free
Simplicity can provide abundant lives without huge debt.

STEWARDSHIP
Stewardship is the spiritual principle applied to ownership
Defn of Stewardship - “Protecting and growing the owners assets with fierce intensity”

i.As a steward you realise it's not your money you manage it for God as a trustee
-Truste's have no rights over the wealth in their care but responsibilities
-Truste's maximize the wealth in their care for God
-Truste's seek God over the distribution of the wealth in their care

ii.As a steward you take an eternal perspective to the wealth in your care
We invest in the Kingdom of Heaven first

iii.As a steward you know where you are financially with the wealth in your care.
-Stewards of God's resource are not careless with money
-Stewards of God's resources and wealth invest in God's Kingdom astutely.

iv.As a steward you tackle debt because you lose the obsession with ownership
-Stewards find themselves only owning what God calls them to own.
-Stewards don't feel guilt over ownership because they hold possessions loosely
-Stewards don't measure life and success by accumulation of wealth



SETTING ASIDE
Setting aside is the spiritual principle applied to saving
Defn of Setting Aside — “Wise distribution of wealth for the advancement of God's kingdom and
God's work in us now and in the future.”

i.Setting aside relieves anxiety

-We are not called to a life of financial anxiety but thanksgiving and Faith
ii.Setting aside empowers our calling

-God always resources for his calling on our lives
iii.Setting aside prepares us for storms of life

-Storms will come
iv.Setting aside fights instant gratification

-Instant gratification is the curse of our age and the major force against wise living
v.Setting aside fosters generosity

-It creates the opportunity for the blessing of others

SACRIFICE
Sacrifice is the spiritual principle applied to giving
Defn of Sacrifice — “The complete laying down of our lives for God's kingdom with thought of
its advancement ahead of ours.”

i.Sacrifice is an act of defiance
-Detying greed, Hoarding, selfishness and materialism
“Don't let your standard of living determine your standard of giving. Let your standard of giving
determine your standard of living”
ii.Sacrifice makes giving unconditional
-When Sacrifice is our calling we embrace obedience in giving
-We give in proportion to how God has provided for us.
-We give cheerfully
iii.Sacrifice is a heart fully revealed
“If a person gets his attitude towards money straight, it will help straighten out almost every other
area of his life. Tell me what you think about money, and I can tell you what you think about God,
for these are closely related. Man's heart is closer to his wallet than almost anything else.”
Billy Graham
iv.Sacrifice is an act of trust in God
-Giving is putting God in control of our well being and success
-Giving is handing over the lead and security in our life to God
-Giving is sacrifice and God honours sacrifice



4 SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES PRACTICALLY
APPLIED

A simple Budget based on these Spiritual Principals - 10/10/40/40

10% of income to setting aside (saving)
10% of income to sacrifice (giving)
40% of income to repaying good debt or housing (owning)
40% of income to simplicity (spending)

Cultural Order God Honouring Order Transitional Order
Lifestyle Giving Give — Something (regularly as a %)
Debt Saving Save — a little (regularly as a %)
Saving Good Debt Debt — Maximize repayment

Giving Lifestyle Lifestyle - Spartan

Notes

1.As your good debt decreases don't increase spending but increase “setting aside” & “sacrifice”
2.Good debt can sometimes push out to 50% but this gets into dangerous ground and requires less
spending. So know what you are borrowing.

3.The big advantage of this structure is the first 3 areas are locked in and thus only around 40% of
income you have to watch really closely.

4.The other big advantage is that it is wise stewardship and God honoring.



